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Committee Meeting

~ Agenda ~
Tuesday, July 11, 2017

11:00 AM

Room 304

CALL TO ORDER
Attendee Name
Vice-Chair John R Troy
District 3 Thomas P. Hartnett
District 10 Gordon Wheelock
District 15 George Wagner
District 6 Mary Ann Discenza
Chair Charles Sudbrink
District 11 Christopher Newell

Present

Absent

Late

























Arrived

MINUTES
Solid Waste Committee - Committee Meeting - Jun 13, 2017 11:00 AM

OLD BUSINESS
ON MOTION OF SUDBRINK

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1

Authorizing Disposal Fee for Electronics - Solid Waste
WHEREAS, the New York State Electronic Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act implemented a
frame work for recycling E-Waste generated in New York State, AND
WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) was
empowered by law to administer the new program, AND
WHEREAS, beginning April 1, 2011, equipment manufacturers were required to accept E-Waste
for recycling or pay a surcharge to DEC based upon their respective market share of electronics sold in
the State for the purpose of funding the E-Waste program, AND
WHEREAS, in 2012 the Cortland County Solid Waste Division (County) implemented an EWaste Recycling Program and began receiving E-Waste from the public without fee at its recycling center
at 137 ½ Pendleton Street in Cortland, AND
WHEREAS, the County has been informed that cathode ray tube televisions and computer
monitors (collectively CRT’s) along with other E-Waste no longer have a zero cost channel for recycling
and some recyclers are now forced to charge for CRT’s and other electronic waste generated in New York
State due to financial weaknesses in the program structure currently administered by DEC and an
apparent lack of market options for recycling items such as hazardous CRT’s and other electronic waste,
AND
WHEREAS, the County has been forced to restructure the local E-Waste program and implement
a $20.00 per item fee for all CRT, non-CRT televisions, computer monitors, and non-covered electronics
to ensure that the people of the County continue to have a safe and reliable program for the recycling of
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E-Waste, NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the County will implement a $20.00 per item fee for all CRT televisions, flat
panel televisions, non-covered electronics, and non-CRT televisions and computer monitors, AND BE IT
FURTHER
RESOLVED, the $20.00 per item fee will take effect on January 1, 2018, AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, all revenues received from E-Waste be deposited into Account #EL816142 42130

RESOLUTIONS
Landfill/Solid Waste
Recycling

ON MOTION OF SUDBRINK

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2

Extend Agreement for the Handling, Transportation and Safe Disposal of Household Hazardous
Waste Highway Department/Landfill
WHEREAS, the Highway Committee of the Cortland County Legislature advertised, received and
opened proposals for the Handling, Transportation and Safe Disposal of Household Hazardous Waste in 2016
with an option to extend the existing agreement for up to three years, AND
WHEREAS, CARE Environmental was the successful bidder, AND
WHEREAS, CARE Environmental Corp. and the County desire to extend the existing contract under
the same terms and conditions, AND
WHEREAS, the costs for said services have been appropriated in account number
EL80605.54625.2134 in the 2017 Budget, NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendations of the Highway Committee, the County
will extend the existing 2016 agreement with CARE Environmental Corp. to 2017 for the Handling,
Transportation and Safe Disposal of Household Hazardous Waste.

DISCUSSION/REPORTS
Discussion Items
1. July 2017 Solid Waste Departmental Activities
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Solid Waste Committee

60 Central Ave.
Cortland, NY 13045

Committee Meeting

http://www.cortland-co.org

~ Minutes ~

Charles Sudbrink

11:00 AM

Room 304

CALL TO ORDER
Title
Vice-Chair
District 3 - Committee Member
District 10 - Committee Member
District 15 - Committee Member
District 6 - Committee Member
Chair
District 11 - Committee Member
Clerk, County Legislature
Assistantt County Attorney
Budget and Finance Director
Highway Superintendent
Deputy Highway Superintendent
Landfill Manager
Casella Waste Services
Executive Director Cortland County Industrial Deve
Cortland Standard

Status
Present
Present
Present
Present
Late
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Arrived

11:26 AM

MINUTES
1.

Tuesday, August 11, 2015

2.

Tuesday, July 12, 2016

3.

Tuesday, May 09, 2017

RESOLUTIONS
Landfill/Solid Waste
Recycling
Mr. Gale said 249 tons of recycled material was processed in May. His employees have been
turning away some non-covered electronics to reduce the cost to the county. Mr. Gale discussed the ewaste program; he said a third of his worker's time is spent processing e-waste. The committee discussed
the pricing and reimbursements for e-waste. Last year invoices from React carried an average charge of
$6.50 per unit for disposal. Mr. Newell discussed trying to develop a charge for e-waste; he would like to
see a charge for commercial haulers who bring in traditional recycled material to the recycling center. Mr.
Ernst said if we could eliminate some of the appliances being brought in it would reduce the County
costs. The committee discussed creating a voucher system for e-waste. Mr. Hartnett suggested a $5.00
Solid Waste Committee
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Attendee Name
John R Troy
Thomas P. Hartnett
Gordon Wheelock
George Wagner
Mary Ann Discenza
Charles Sudbrink
Christopher Newell
Eric Mulvihill
Wendy Franklin
Peggy Mousaw
Philip Krey
James Morse
Greg Ernst
John Gale
Gary VanGorder
Nick Graziano

Committee Meeting

Minutes

June 13, 2017

residential permit for use of the recycling center; he is concerned about how residents will access the
vouchers and where they will be able to pay for them. Mr. Krey said any proceeds from e-waste recycling
fees collected would be deducted from the state reimbursement the County receives. Mr. Gale said some
of the towns brought in several loads of electronics to the recycling center during amnesty week. The
committee discussed the rationale, benefits, and rules for the County Amnesty week. Mr. Sudbrink said
the Amnesty program helps support tourism by keeping the County clean.
Mr. Ernst suggested the Amnesty program needs to be revised in order to cut down on what he
feels are abuses in the program. He suggested working with the Towns directly so that only material
collected by the town Highway departments is brought in for free.

Resolution 232-17
Approve NYSDEC Contract for Electronic Waste Assistance- Highway Department/Solid Waste
Account #'s needed from Budget and Finance
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

5.

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 6/15/2017 10:00 AM
John R Troy, Vice-Chair
Christopher Newell, District 11 - Committee Member
Troy, Hartnett, Wheelock, Wagner, Discenza, Sudbrink, Newell

Resolution (ID # 4536)
Authorizing Disposal Fee for Electronics - Solid Waste
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Sudbrink said there are three options to cover the cost of recycling flow control, taxes, or
user fees. Mr. Ernst said tipping fees do not allow for predictable budgeting a household fee would
provide more predictable budgeting. Mr. Wheelock suggested forcing the towns and Village to
handle trash collection. Mr. Sudbrink said he believes a per unit recycling fee is more equitable than
placing the cost on the property tax levy. Mr. Hartnett said a per unit fee coupled with any potential
tax increase will be a burden on property owners. Mr. Sudbrink said he is starting to re-examine his
position on flow control. Mr. Whitney said he supports the concepts discussed by the committee, he
said there is a movement to look at how other counties operate but when we see practices that work
that the Legislature doesn’t like we look the other way.
Mr. Sudbrink made a motion to implement a $25 per household recycling fee beginning
January 1st 2018. Mr. Troy seconded the motion. Mr. Wagner suggested the fee should be $50.00 per
household. Troy, Hartnett, Discenza, Newell, Sudbrink voted aye; Wagner and Wheelock voting nay.
Motion carries.
ATTACHMENTS:


REACT fee schedule

(PDF)



Eligible Electronic Materials

(PDF)
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4.

Committee Meeting
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

Minutes

June 13, 2017

TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 7/11/2017 11:00 AM
Charles Sudbrink, Chair
John R Troy, Vice-Chair
Troy, Hartnett, Wheelock, Wagner, Discenza, Sudbrink, Newell

OLD BUSINESS
DISCUSSION/REPORTS
Discussion Items
1.

Discussion Item (ID # 4594)

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Jun 13, 2017 11:00 AM (MINUTES)

I.

Solid Waste Department Report-June 2017
ATTACHMENTS:


Solid Waste Department Activities Report - June 2017

RESULT:
2.

(DOCX)

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 4595)
SolarNY
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

The discussion was tabled until July.
RESULT:

Solid Waste Committee

COMPLETED
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Solid Waste Committee
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http://www.cortland-co.org

Cortland, NY 13045

~ Minutes ~
Tuesday, August 11, 2015

11:00 AM

Room 304

PRESENT: Troy, Hartnett, Knolls, Denkenberger, Sudbrink
ABSENT:
Others in Attendance
Phil Krey and Greg Ernst, Highway/Solid Waste; Karen Howe, County Attorney; Jeremy
Boylan and Karen Fuller, Clerk's Office; Pat Snyder; Eric Mulvihill and Colleen Siuzdak,
Media; Victor Seigle; John Gale, Casella; M. Miler, JAG Environmental; Alison King;
Donnell Boyden and Kevin Whitney, Legislators.
MINUTES
Solid Waste Committee - Committee Meeting - Jul 7, 2015 11:00 AM

RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John R Troy, Legislative District 1
Charles Sudbrink, Legislative District 17
Troy, Hartnett, Knolls, Denkenberger, Sudbrink

RESOLUTIONS
Landfill/Solid Waste
Recycling

Mr. Gale said the Recycling Center processed 320 tons of material in July. He said this is an
increase from last July, and it may be attributed to additional commercial waste coming to the
center.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – Authorize Amnesty at County Landfill - SWCD 2015 River Cleanup
Mr. Denkenberger said the landfill is no longer accepting tires, and asked what SWCD
will be doing with those. Mr. Boylan said that SWCD has an agreement with Casella to
waive fees for tires collected during the one-day event.
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CALL TO ORDER
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RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Thomas P. Hartnett, Legislative District 3
John R Troy, Legislative District 1
Troy, Hartnett, Knolls, Denkenberger, Sudbrink

OLD BUSINESS
DISCUSSION/REPORTS
2. Solid Waste Departmental Activities Report

Mr. Krey said the DEC recently visited the landfill for a review. He said there
were to concerns expressed, both of which have been corrected. The first was a
"Flow Progression Log" which was on site but not readily produced. The second
was the slope on the active face of the cell created some exposed garbage. Mr.
Ernst has ordered an inclinometer to ensure the proper grade is used. The DEC
indicate they were happy with the County's cleaning efforts around the cell and
the monitoring wells were working properly.
3. Meeting with OCRRA

Mr. Krey and Mr. Boylan discussed a recent meeting with OCRRA regarding
recycling efforts. Following that meeting the following notes were prepared.
Short term goals
·

Promote HHW Collection event and collect e-mail/mailing information (Jeremy, Phil)

·

Adopt resolution(s) requesting additional NYS support for manufacturer take back
programs (paint, e-waste, etc.) (Jeremy)

·

Participate in (Greg) and promote (Jeremy) Re-clothe NY

·

Work with the Thermostat Recycling Corporation to begin a local collection (Greg) and
promote (Jeremy)

·

Pending discussion with County budget team, OCRRA representatives will assist in
preparing a DEC grant for a Recycling Coordinator. (Jeremy)
Mid-term goals

·

Discussed contacting town supervisors to consider districting, which would help with
volume as well as data collection.

·

Prepare educational material to provide when landfill/transfer station permits are
renewed, and collect e-mail info.

·

Contact/survey haulers and commercial institutions to compile recycling data

·

Prepare and distributed various promotional materials via social media, website, e-mail,
print and radio.

·

Develop content for new County website launching in February/March
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Mr. Ernst said there is a company in the Catskills area that will take large tractor
tires and he is working to get the last loads removed from the landfill site. The
estimated cost for removal is between $7,000 and $9,000, which is in the budget.

1

Long term goals
·

Consider additional DEC grant for enforcement officer.

·

Work with City or Homer School District to develop a model recycling program

·

Consider quarterly newsletter

Mr. Denkenberger said he is happy to hear these efforts, and he hopes that
action is taken on them, rather than just discussions. He said he has visited the
landfill recently and that recycling efforts could also be boosted by better
enforcement, such as turning away loads at the landfill that have a high
percentage of recyclable material.
Mr. Krey contacted OCRRA to determine their interest in a contract with Cortland
County, similar to the five year agreement they have with Madison County.
OCRRA has indicated they would be willing to pay a tipping fee of $14 per ton.
He said the County would need to execute a contract with OCRRA for
acceptance of the material, and he is trying to determine how much the County
can accept - 20% of MSW tonnage accepted, or 20% of the County’s permitted
amount. Mr. Ernst said when BUD material is not available the County must mine
shale to use as daily cover, which is costly for manpower, air space and is rough
on the landfill equipment. Mr. Krey said he will contact the DEC regarding
permitted levels and will bring back a resolution to the Committee and/or
Legislature.
5. Incident on 7/10/2015

Mr. Krey said the leachate trailer has been repaired, but the County is still renting
the truck to haul the leachate. The county will issue a bid for a used truck to
replace the previous truck. He said he may amend the truck permit to haul 8,000
tons, rather than 6,000, which will hopefully reduce the number of trips from the
landfill to the treatment plant.
6. Landfill Receivables

Mr. Troy made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss potential
litigation. Second by Mr. Sudbrnik. All members voting in favor; none opposed.
Following the Executive Session, Mr. Sudbrink made a motion to prepare a
resolution for the full Legislature to waive approximately $28,000, plus fees and
penalties associated with JAG Environmental's account, contingent upon a
successful deposit of $200,000. Second by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in
favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
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4. Ash for BUD

1

ON MOTION OF THOMAS HARTNETT

RESOLUTION NO. 220-15

Authorize Amnesty at County Landfill - SWCD 2015 River Cleanup

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District has
requested an exemption from the tipping fees at the Cortland County Landfill for trash
and debris collected during the Cortland County River Clean-Up event, AND
WHEREAS, the Solid Waste Committee has approved this request for amnesty,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Division of Solid Waste is hereby authorized and directed to
grant amnesty for the tipping fees for the trash and debris delivered to the landfill as a
result of the Cortland County River Clean-Up from September 26, 2015.
STATE OF NEW YORK ) SS:
COUNTY OF CORTLAND )
This is to certify that I, the undersigned, Clerk of the Cortland County Legislature, have compared the foregoing copy
with the original now on file in this office, and that the above actions were passed by the Cortland County Legislature on the
27th day of August, 2015 and that the same is a correct and true transcript of such actions taken.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand
and the official seal of the CORTLAND COUNTY
LEGISLATURE, this 27th day of August, 2015.
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WHEREAS, the Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District is
coordinating the Cortland County River Clean-Up for September 26, 2015, as part of the
ongoing commitment to water quality improvement and conservation education, AND

2.a
1

Landfill
Leachate Hauling – Ongoing (including OT), current reading at 10.75’ total tank
Litter Cleanup – ongoing
Tire Removal – removed last of small and medium sized tires. In process of finding
disposal site for large tractor tires.
Calendar – Open additional Saturday (June 27)
Equipment – Repaired excavator, in process of repairing Moxy off-road dump truck, and
one of two packers. Automatic weigh scale implemented and running.
Staffing:
Landfill Supervisor – started June 15
Scale Clerk – Returned June 15
HEO – Worker’s Comp
Leased Vehicles – Received and implemented two F-350 trucks, which replaced trucks
going to auction.
Annual Report - Developing
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Charles Sudbrink

11:00 AM

Room 304

Minutes
Minutes Acceptance:
Acceptance: Minutes
Minutes of
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AM (MINUTES)
(MINUTES)

Tuesday, July 12, 2016

CALL TO ORDER
Attendee Name
John R Troy
Thomas P. Hartnett
Gordon Wheelock
George Wagner
Mary Ann Discenza
Charles Sudbrink
Christopher Newell
Donnell Boyden
James Denkenberger
Eric Mulvihill
Karen Howe
Peggy Mousaw
Greg Ernst
Philip Krey
John Gale
Pam Jenkins
Pete Blanchard
Todd McAdam

Title
Vice-Chair
Legislative District 3
Legislative District 10
Legislative District 15
Legislative District 6
Chair
Legislative District 11
Legislative District 8
Legislative District 16
Clerk, County Legislature
County Attorney
Budget and Finance Director
Landfill Manager
Highway Superintendent
Casella Waste Services
Cortlandville
Cortland Voice
Cortland Standard

Status
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Arrived

MINUTES
Tuesday, June 14, 2016

RESOLUTIONS
1.

Resolution (ID # 3630)
Approve Fee for Cleanout - Solid Waste

Solid Waste Committee
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Committee Meeting
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

Minutes

July 12, 2016

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 7/19/2016 10:00 AM
Charles Sudbrink, Chair
John R Troy, Vice-Chair
Troy, Hartnett, Wheelock, Wagner, Discenza, Sudbrink, Newell

DISCUSSION/REPORTS
Discussion Item (ID # 3684)
Legislative Survey Regarding Solid Waste Options

The committee discussed the responses to the Legislative Solid Waste Survey. Mr. Sudbrink said
he would like to send some of the proposals included in the survey to the Legislature for consideration.
He would like to see a formal vote on the ash for trash proposal. Mr. Denkenberger said he would like to
see the Legislature consider other options not exclusively the ash for trash proposal.
ATTACHMENTS:


Legislative Solid Waste Survey

RESULT:

(PDF)

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 3685)
Review Video of Madison County Landfill Visit
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

The committee viewed the video that was prepared in connection with the Madison County
Landfill visit. Mr. Troy said he felt the video and the visit illustrate that the ash does not blow around
which some opponents have claimed. He said he was unsure why the County does not move ahead with
ash for cover. Mr. Hartnett said previous reviews of the ash by the Health Department have found nothing
for or against the ash. Mr. Sudbrink discussed how the ash and the sludge are mixed together at the
Madison County Landfill to promote better methane production for the facility's waste to energy system.

Ms. Mousaw said she was skeptical about the ash proposal but after seeing it dumped it
verified that the material does not blow around. Ms. Discenza discussed the use of a grinder to
produce tire chips and trash to extend the life of the landfill cells. Mr. Sudbrink said he would like to
see how the process of garbage grinding goes in Madison County before investing in an expensive
grinder.
RESULT:

COMPLETED

Landfill/Solid Waste
Mr. Ernst presented his monthly report, he discussed the recent acceptance of contaminated soil
from a site in Ithaca. The soil is approved daily cover per DEC regulations.

Mr. Ernst also reported that the leachate holding tanks at the landfill are empty do to the dry
weather. Mr. Sudbrink asked about leachate tank inspections. Mr. Ernst said crews are performing minor
Solid Waste Committee
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(MINUTES)

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
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Committee Meeting

Minutes

July 12, 2016

repairs on the tanks and collection system piping. Currently crews are also excavating a storm water
retention basin at the landfill in order restore capacity to the basin.

Mr. Ernst discussed problems with uncovered loads coming to the landfill. He said those
loads could be turned away or a surcharge could be added to those loads. The committee discussed
the idea of adding fines for uncovered loads but were concerned about who would enforce and levy
the fines. Mr. Hartnett suggested the Sheriff be contacted to step up enforcement of covered loads
headed to the landfill.

Discussion Item (ID # 3693)
July Solid Waste Activities Report
ATTACHMENTS:


Solid Waste Department Activities Report - July 2016

RESULT:

(DOCX)

COMPLETED

Recycling
Discussion Item (ID # 3696)
Cassella Recycling Reports
ATTACHMENTS:


Casella Recycling Summary 2015

(XLSX)



Casella Recycling Summary 2016

(XLSX)

RESULT:

Solid Waste Committee

COMPLETED
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Mr. Krey said the tentative date for the annual household hazardous waste collection day will
be in October. Mr. Krey would like to pursue (3) 1 year contract extensions with the waste disposal
company that handles the materials. Mr. Krey said there are exit clauses that would allow either party
to opt of the agreements if the need arose.
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Tuesday, June 14, 2016

Solid Waste Committee

60 Central Ave.
Cortland, NY 13045

Committee Meeting
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~ Minutes ~

Charles Sudbrink

11:00 AM

Room 304

CALL TO ORDER
Title
Vice-Chair
Legislative District 3
Legislative District 15
Legislative District 6
Chair
Legislative District 11
County Attorney
Clerk, County Legislature
Budget and Finance Director
Highway Superintendent
Landfill Manager
Casella Waste Services
Legislative District 16

Status
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Arrived

MINUTES
1.

Tuesday, May 10, 2016

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Landfill/Solid Waste
Mr. Ernst discussed his previous proposal to allow landfill workers to assist in the unloading of
frozen loads from trash haulers. Mr. Ernst requested permission to move ahead with the plan, which
would require haulers to sign a waiver of liability and pay the County $40 per occurrence.

Mr. Ernst has been research tire shredders in order to generate revenue at the landfill by
accepting and shredding tires. A new light duty shredder costs approximately $400 thousand dollars.
Mr. Ernst has also priced used shredders. Mr. Sudbrink discussed Madison County's plan to purchase
a shredder not only for the shredding of tires but to shred solid waste headed into the landfill as a
means to improve material compaction and maximize use of available landfill capacity. Mr. Sudbrink
says this practice extends cell life and generates revenue by accepting tires for shredding. The
shredded tires can also be used for daily cover or base for new landfill cells.

Solid Waste Committee
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Attendee Name
John R Troy
Thomas P. Hartnett
George Wagner
Mary Ann Discenza
Charles Sudbrink
Christopher Newell
Karen Howe
Eric Mulvihill
Peggy Mousaw
Philip Krey
Greg Ernst
John Gale
James Denkenberger
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Mr. Ernst reported that due to the lack of rainfall leachate levels are low and this will allow
crews to clean the leachate tank. He is working to control dust at the landfill and is rebuilding the
residential drop off area at the landfill.

Mr. Ernst informed the committee that the Moxie truck is back in service and there is a need
to repair the packer, loader, and excavator.
1.

Resolution 247-16
Transfer Building and Grounds Truck to Solid Waste

Ms. Mousaw discussed the policy covering the sale of vehicles. Because the truck is being moved
from one department to another it requires the formal transfer and inter-departmental purchase. Mr. Ernst
indicated his current truck requires extensive repairs.

Ms. Howe said proceeds from vehicle sales will be used to off-set the costs of the Enterprise
lease program in order to replenish the fund for future vehicle leasing.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
EXCUSED:
2.

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Charles Sudbrink, Chair
George Wagner, Legislative District 15
Troy, Wagner, Discenza, Sudbrink, Newell
Thomas P. Hartnett

Next: 6/23/2016 6:00 PM

Discussion Item (ID # 3588)
June 2016 Solid Waste Department Report
ATTACHMENTS:


Solid Waste Department Activities Report - June 2016

RESULT:
3.

(DOCX)

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 3586)
Amnesty Week Results
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Ernst said the County collected 322 tons of trash from 15 municipalities during the annual
amnesty week from May 16-May 20. Three towns exceeded the 30-ton cap. Preble delivered 90 tons,
Harford delivered 62-tons, and Truxton dumped 39-tons. The towns have been billed for the overage
above the cap. In total the County accepted 221-tons of waste at the landfill during Amnesty week, which
has corresponding value of $13,000 in lost revenue. Mr. Sudbrink said there is no guarantee the County
would have ever received that revenue since without the Amnesty program waste material may have been
illegally disposed of.

Solid Waste Committee
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
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Committee Meeting
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Minutes

June 14, 2016

COMPLETED

Recycling

Mr. Ernst said he has had preliminary conversations with the City of Cortland regarding
relocation of the City compost facility.

Mr. Troy discussed his impressions following a recent trip to the Madison County Landfill.
He said the operations there are very efficient and well run. He noted that the Madison County Board
of Supervisors has been very supportive of various initiatives and changes in the facility and solid
waste operations. He encouraged the committee to look at ways to follow Madison County's lead.
4.

Discussion Item (ID # 3587)
Household Hazardous Waste RFP
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Krey reported that the Request for Proposals for providers to offer the household hazardous
waste collection event have been sent out. The DEC provides a 50% matching grant to cover the cost of
the one day collection and disposal event. Mr. Ernst indicated there is an interest in offering additional
collection events. Currently the County spends roughly $5 thousand dollars on each collection.
RESULT:

Solid Waste Committee
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Mr. Ernst is still researching state grant funding for electronics recycling. The Environmental
Improvement Committee will meet on June 30th and plans to focus on the County Solid Waste
Management Plan. Many of the items in the current plan are geared toward the creation of a County
Recycling Coordinator position and given that it appears that position will not be added the committee is
looking at other ways to move recycling initiatives forward.
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JULY 2016 SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Attachment: Solid Waste
Minutes
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Acceptance:
Acceptance:
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Minutes
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2017 11:00
11:00
(3693AM
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(MINUTES)
(MINUTES)
Solid Waste Activities Report)

Landfill
Administration
Continued evaluation of additional revenue streams at facility
Continue renewal of Residential permits for 2016
100 tons of BUD soil approved for disposal at landfill as Alternative Daily Cover in July

Operations
Leachate Hauling – To be continued as needed, current reading at 0' total tank.
Site Maintenance – Dust control activities, annual flushing of leachate piping between
landfill and leachate tank, annual cleaning and inspection of leachate tank (Tank #2),
residential area upkeep, Retention Pond #1 cleanout, relocate overburden stockpiles into
shale bed, shale mining for daily cover, pick litter as weather allows.
Equipment – Excavator service and repair (turbo and exhaust), pending quote for
injectors replacement. Initial service and repair of older packer (#199).

Recycling




CRT Recycling State Funding Status – NYSDEC has indicated that no further
information has been provided from Albany on the reported funding to cover full
payment of electronics recycling. Tom Annal and Beth Gondeck of NYSDEC
indicated that the $200,000 grant money for recycling is being awarded and they
will be in contact the second week in July to review submissions the State will
need to issue payment.
Environmental Improvement Committee meeting was conducted on June 30th.
The committee has refocused on the County’s Solid Waste Management Plan
Program Strategies for what tasks may be initiated.

Packet
PacketPg.
Pg.16
18
8

a
2

Casella Recycling Statement Summary
2015

Tons

Price

Commodity

Electronics

SunKing

Jan-15
Feb-15
Mar-15
1-Apr
May-15
Jun-15
Jul-15
Aug-15
Sep-15
Oct-15
Nov-15
Dec-15

270.82
259.90
294.71
285.20
326.94
322.75
327.18
313.95
336.48
313.02
327.99
370.36

$8.97
$0.09
$2.94
$5.52
$2.99
$3.44
$6.04
$4.15
$1.31
($2.04)
(6.82)
(4.16)

$2,429.26
($23.39)
$866.45
$1,572.88
$977.55
$1,110.26
$1,976.17
$1,301.32
$439.11
($637.00)
(2,236.89)
(1,540.70)

$927.01
$679.97
$406.35
$112.91
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

($705.96)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Amount

$2,650.31
$656.58
$1,272.80
$1,685.79
$977.55
$1,110.26
$1,976.17
$1,301.32
$439.11
($637.00)
(2,236.89)
(1,540.70)

3,749.30
SubTotal:

$7,655.30
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Date

Jan-16
Feb-16
Mar-16
Apr-16
May-16
Jun-16
Jul-16
Aug-16
Sep-16
Oct-16
Nov-16
Dec-16

Subtotal:
Year Total:

Tons

211.93
236.80
235.34
233.19
261.79

1,179.05

Price

($29.38)
($29.09)
($13.98)
($13.12)
($0.67)

Casella
Commodity Transportation

($6,226.62)
($6,888.58)
($3,289.38)
($3,060.51)
($174.45)

($5,280.00)
($5,720.00)
($5,720.00)
($5,720.00)
($6,160.00)

O&M

($12,363.20)
($12,363.20)
($12,363.20)
($12,363.20)
($12,363.20)

Amount

Tons

REACT
Electronics

($23,869.82)
($24,971.78)
($21,372.58)
($21,143.71)
($18,697.65)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

5.51
27.17
29.41
11.78
12.35

($2,120.77)
($9,088.75)
($10,410.24)
($3,994.60)
($3,683.09)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

($110,055.54)

86.22

($29,297.45)

Recycling
Total

($25,990.59)
($34,060.53)
($31,782.82)
($25,138.31)
($22,380.74)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

($139,352.99)
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Recycling Statement Summary
2016
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Tuesday, May 9, 2017

Solid Waste Committee

60 Central Ave.
Cortland, NY 13045

Committee Meeting

http://www.cortland-co.org

~ Minutes ~

Charles Sudbrink

11:00 AM

Room 304

CALL TO ORDER
Title
Vice-Chair
District 3
District 10
District 15
District 6
Chair
District 11
District 9
Clerk, County Legislature
Highway Superintendent
Landfill Manager
Budget and Finance Director
Casella Inc.
Cortland Standard

Status
Excused
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Arrived

MINUTES
Tuesday, April 11, 2017

RESOLUTIONS
Landfill/Solid Waste
Recycling

Mr. Gale saidf his company processed 230 tons of recycling in April, he reported that there
are still high volumes of cathode ray televisions coming into the recycling center. He also noticed an
increase in the amount of contamination coming in the recycled material stream, he said someone
had dumped a few hundred pounds of food at the facility.

OLD BUSINESS
Resolution (ID # 4202)
Local Law No. “D” of 2017 – a Local Law to Amend Local Law No. 4 of 2012 to Introduce the Flow
Control

Solid Waste Committee
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Attendee Name
John R Troy
Thomas P. Hartnett
Gordon Wheelock
George Wagner
Mary Ann Discenza
Charles Sudbrink
Christopher Newell
Linda Jones
Eric Mulvihill
Philip Krey
Greg Ernst
Peggy Mousaw
John Gale
Nick Graziano
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Minutes

May 9, 2017

HISTORY:
01/26/17
Next: 02/23/17

Cortland County Legislature WITHDRAWN - NOT FINAL

04/11/17
Next: 05/09/17

Solid Waste Committee

TABLED

Ms. Franklin said she is concerned that Section III (b) could be used as a way to circumvent the
Flow Control law. She suggested the wording may need to be revised.

Mr. Sudbrink said if flow control is enacted the tipping fees would cover the recycling
program. Mr. Sudbrink said some have suggested eliminating recycling and selling the facility. Mr.
Sudbrink reminded the committee of the pushback he received by suggesting the county eliminate
glass recycling. Mr. Boyden said the Legislature is looking for non-mandated programs to cut;
consistently we lose money on the recycling center which is a non-mandated program. Mr. Boyden
suggested the committee look seriously at ways to recoup the annual losses in the recycling program
or consider eliminating the service. Mr. Boyden said if this were a business we would be out of
business. He feels if the material that is presently recycled were sent to the landfill we would cut the
recycling losses and see increased revenue at the landfill. Mr. Sudbrink said large haulers could
perform their own recycling; he would like to look further into this proposal. Mr. Troy asked if
closing the recycling center would mean all recycled materials would go to the landfill. He said he
understands the concerns over the finances but this seems like a step backward. Mr. troy said it is
true that landfilling recycling would increase revenue but it would decrease the life span of the
landfill.
Mr. Wagner said we’ve been going backward on this program for many years and supports
eliminating recycling. Mr. Boyden suggested the recycling center could be re-opened if the price for
recycled commodities rebounds in the future. Mr. Bushnell said laws do not require recycling and
many housing facilities don’t recycle. Mr. Krey said there are regulations requiring e-waste be
recycled. Mr. Ernst said a previous county regulation that penalized haulers for dumping recycled
material at the landfill was previously rescinded.
Mr. Hartnett said the taxpayers cannot take anymore, he realizes this proposal may not be
popular but we have to stop the bleeding. In communities where recycling is ending there are private
recycling centers which provide residents options. Mr. Sudbrink said the Casella contract will be
ending at the end of the year and this committee needs to decide how it wants to proceed. Mr.
Boyden recommended that a decision be made by June on the future of the recycling center. He
suggested the operation be sold to a private operator. Mr. Wagner said eliminating recycling would
be a $400,000 annual savings.
Mr. Bushnell questioned what would happen with the electronic recycling program if the
recycling center were to close. Mr. Ernst said the mandated collections could move to the County
landfill or the county could refer the collections back to the big box stores that sell electronics. Mr.
Sudbrink said cuts need to be made across the board, not just in recycling.
The committee had a discussion regarding mandated and non-mandated programs as well as
the impact of potential cuts.
Mr. Sudbrink asked the committee how much time they want to spend reviewing the Flow
Control law if it is not going to make it out of committee. Ms. Jones said she is opposed to flow
control. Mr. Hartnett said there should be further discussion. Mr. Ernst said there is approximately
24-25 years of life left in the landfill cells even if the county were to receive all material generated
through the flow control law. Mr. Bushnell said he is against flow control, he believes the Legislature
Solid Waste Committee
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The committee reviewed the Environmental Advisory Board letter and recommendations.
Mr. Sudbrink said he is concerned about having Mr. Ernst serve as the Landfill manager and the
County Recycling Coordinator. The committee discussed the deadline for the DEC recycling grant
application.
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has heard of some good alternatives but has rejected them. Mr. Troy said he believes the committee
should revisit the ash for trash proposal as a pound for pound exchange. He said the proposal would
cut costs and is much safer than the municipal waste currently being accepted. Mr. Sudbrink said we
tried the ash for trash proposals and they failed to garner support. Mr. Wagner said he is against flow
control, but if it passed how soon would it take effect. Mr. Toy said he believes legal challenges
would delay implementation for a year to a year and a half to implement.
ATTACHMENTS:
LL x of 2017 solid waste

RESULT:

(DOCX)

WITHDRAWN - NO FUTURE ACTION

DISCUSSION/REPORTS
I.

Discussion Items
1.

Discussion Item (ID # 4520)
Recycling and Electronic Recycling Fees
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Sudbrink suggested charging $65 per ton for recycled materials. He feels given the ongoing
losses in the county recycling program that the recycling center be sold and a new facility be constructed
at the landfill. He believes if recycling were sorted and processed on site at the landfill it could save
money. Mr. Sudbrink did say the county would still need to hire trucking for the material. Mr. Ernst said
few communities charge for traditional recycling but many do charge for electronics, he suggested
establishing a fee schedule for electronics. Mr. Newell said he did not support moving recycling to the
landfill, he feels the fees plus the location will discourage recycling by residents. Mr. Sudbrink said many
counties have consolidated recycling and solid waste disposal in one location. Mr. Krey outlined the
potential cost savings of having the facilities co-located. Mr. Ernst discussed commodities pricing. Mr.
Sudbrink having the facilities separate is not just a revenue issue it’s also an efficiency problem. Mr.
Boyden questioned the value of the county recycling program. He believes the savings that would come
from ending recycling would be substantial. He suggested privatizing the operation. Mr. Boyden and Mr.
Sudbrink discussed the various options for re-purposing the current recycling center. Mr. Newell said
trash is a cost and everyone should pay including for the cost of recycling.

The committee discussed establishing fees and a punch card system for electronics disposal.
Sudbrink suggested the cards could be purchased at the Treasurer's office or at the Highway
Department. Mr. Krey asked if there is any support to add a recycling charge to county tax bills. Mr.
Sudbrink says Tompkins County assesses such a fee, but he is not in support. Mr. Gale said several
counties use fees to cover solid waste costs. The committee asked Mr. Gale if he would be interested
in taking over the operation, he said no as he could not make money. Mr. Boyden said if a private
company cannot operate the facility and make money what makes you think the county can. Ms.
Discenza said she supports adding fees but believes the county should consider getting out of the
recycling business.
Mr. Ernst uit costs roughly $8 per CRT, he said $10 would cover the county costs.Mr. Gale
said he would weigh a pallet of electronics to determine an avereage weight to help establish pricing.

Solid Waste Committee
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Minutes

May 9, 2017

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 4521)
Continuance of Casella Contract 2018
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Sudbrink said it would to make sense to continue the Casella contract at this time until
the Legislature makes some decisions on the future of the recycling program he doesn't believe you
will find a better company to operate the facility. Mr. Krey said unless recycling is moved to the
landfill the county cannot run it for less money.

3.

COMPLETED
Minutes
Minutes Acceptance:
Acceptance: Minutes
Minutes of
of Jun
May13,
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2017 11:00
11:00 AM
AM (MINUTES)
(MINUTES)

RESULT:

Discussion Item (ID # 4518)
Solar NY
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

The discussion was moved to June
RESULT:
4.

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 4517)
May 2017 Solid Waste Department Report
ATTACHMENTS:


Solid Waste Department Activities Report - May 2017

RESULT:

Solid Waste Committee
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COMPLETED

Page 4

Printed 6/12/2017

Packet Pg. 22
24

3

Tuesday, April 11, 2017

Solid Waste Committee

60 Central Ave.
Cortland, NY 13045

Committee Meeting

http://www.cortland-co.org

~ Minutes ~

Charles Sudbrink

11:00 AM

Room 304

CALL TO ORDER
Title
Vice-Chair
Legislative District 3 - Committee Member
Legislative District 10 - Committee Member
Legislative District 15 - Committee Member
Legislative District 6 - Committee Member
Chair
Legislative District 11 - Committee Member
Legislative District 8
Assistant County Attorney
Clerk, County Legislature
Highway Superintendent
Landfill Manager
Legislative District 4
Legislative District 16
Leach's Custom Trash
Leach's Custom Trash
Cortlandviille -Resident
Cortland Voice
Cortland Standard
Bert Adams Disposal
Leach's Custom Trash
Riccelli Trucking
Riccelli Trucking
Waste Management
Feher Rubbish
Cortland Sanitation

Status
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Arrived

Minutes
Minutes Acceptance:
Acceptance: Minutes
Minutes of
of Jun
Apr
May11,
13,
9, 2017
2017 11:00
11:00 AM
AM (MINUTES)
(MINUTES)

Attendee Name
John R Troy
Thomas P. Hartnett
Gordon Wheelock
George Wagner
Mary Ann Discenza
Charles Sudbrink
Christopher Newell
Donnell Boyden
Wendy Franklin
Eric Mulvihill
Philip Krey
Greg Ernst
Richard Bushnell
James Denkenberger
Greg Leach
Barb Leach
Pam Jenkins
Peter Blanchard
Nick Graziano
Chris Kline
Pat Leach
Lucille Nicholson
Tom Rozzano
Jim Spagnola
Kris Wasny
Lesa Williams

MINUTES
Thursday, March 16, 2017

OLD BUSINESS
1.

Resolution (ID # 4202)
Local Law No. “D” of 2017 – a Local Law to Amend Local Law No. 4 of 2012 to Introduce the Flow
Control

Solid Waste Committee
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April 11, 2017

HISTORY:
01/26/17
Next: 02/23/17

Cortland County Legislature WITHDRAWN - NOT FINAL

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Ms. Franklin said she is concerned that Section III (b) could be used as a way to circumvent the
Flow Control law. She suggested the wording may need to be revised.

Mr. Sudbrink said if flow control is enacted the tipping fees would cover the recycling
program. Mr. Sudbrink said some have suggested eliminating recycling and selling the facility. Mr.
Sudbrink reminded the committee of the pushback he received by suggesting the county eliminate
glass recycling. Mr. Boyden said the Legislature is looking for non-mandated programs to cut;
consistently we lose money on the recycling center which is a non-mandated program. Mr. Boyden
suggested the committee look seriously at ways to recoup the annual losses in the recycling program
or consider eliminating the service. Mr. Boyden said if this were a business we would be out of
business. He feels if the material that is presently recycled were sent to the landfill we would cut the
recycling losses and see increased revenue at the landfill. Mr. Sudbrink said large haulers could
perform their own recycling; he would like to look further into this proposal. Mr. Troy asked if
closing the recycling center would mean all recycled materials would go to the landfill. He said he
understands the concerns over the finances but this seems like a step backward. Mr. troy said it is
true that landfilling recycling would increase revenue but it would decrease the life span of the
landfill.
Mr. Wagner said we’ve been going backward on this program for many years and supports
eliminating recycling. Mr. Boyden suggested the recycling center could be re-opened if the price for
recycled commodities rebounds in the future. Mr. Bushnell said laws do not require recycling and
many housing facilities don’t recycle. Mr. Krey said there are regulations requiring e-waste be
recycled. Mr. Ernst said a previous county regulation that penalized haulers for dumping recycled
material at the landfill was previously rescinded.
Mr. Hartnett said the taxpayers cannot take anymore, he realizes this proposal may not be
popular but we have to stop the bleeding. In communities where recycling is ending there are private
recycling centers which provide residents options. Mr. Sudbrink said the Casella contract will be
ending at the end of the year and this committee needs to decide how it wants to proceed. Mr.
Boyden recommended that a decision be made by June on the future of the recycling center. He
suggested the operation be sold to a private operator. Mr. Wagner said eliminating recycling would
be a $400,000 annual savings.
Mr. Bushnell questioned what would happen with the electronic recycling program if the
recycling center were to close. Mr. Ernst said the mandated collections could move to the County
landfill or the county could refer the collections back to the big box stores that sell electronics. Mr.
Sudbrink said cuts need to be made across the board, not just in recycling.
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The committee reviewed the Environmental Advisory Board letter and recommendations.
Mr. Sudbrink said he is concerned about having Mr. Ernst serve as the Landfill manager and the
County Recycling Coordinator. The committee discussed the deadline for the DEC recycling grant
application.
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Mr. Sudbrink asked the committee how much time they want to spend reviewing the Flow
Control law if it is not going to make it out of committee. Ms. Jones said she is opposed to flow
control. Mr. Hartnett said there should be further discussion. Mr. Ernst said there is approximately
24-25 years of life left in the landfill cells even if the county were to receive all material generated
through the flow control law. Mr. Bushnell said he is against flow control, he believes the Legislature
has heard of some good alternatives but has rejected them. Mr. Troy said he believes the committee
should revisit the ash for trash proposal as a pound for pound exchange. He said the proposal would
cut costs and is much safer than the municipal waste currently being accepted. Mr. Sudbrink said we
tried the ash for trash proposals and they failed to garner support. Mr. Wagner said he is against flow
control, but if it passed how soon would it take effect. Mr. Toy said he believes legal challenges
would delay implementation for a year to a year and a half to implement.
ATTACHMENTS:


LL x of 2017 solid waste

RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

(DOCX)

TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 5/9/2017 11:00 AM
Charles Sudbrink, Chair
John R Troy, Vice-Chair
Troy, Hartnett, Wheelock, Wagner, Discenza, Sudbrink, Newell

RESOLUTIONS
Landfill/Solid Waste
1.

Resolution 160-17
Authorize Amnesty Week 2017 Highway Department/Landfill
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Sudbrink said it's hard not to sound like a hypocrite when speaking in favor of this
service while the landfill continues to lose money. Mr. Wagner said this is not a service each
municipality has a budget and the county needs to stop giving things away. Mr. Sudbrink says this
program does benefit the county by not having refuse piling up on the side of county roads. He said
we want tourism but we don't want to keep up the appearance of the community.
Mr. Boyden asked what the annual expense of the program is. Mr. Ernst said in 2015 246
tons of material were brought to the landfill during the amnesty period. Mr. Ernst said the program
was revised in 2015 capping each municipality at 30 tons per year, anything over that amount the
municipality must pay for. Mr. Ernst said the county gives up roughly $10,000 worth of airspace
each year. Mr. Denkenberger said you argue that the loss of revenue to the county is significant but
he believes there is a corresponding benefit to the Towns and Villages. Mr. Krey said this year the
County Amnesty week would be the week of May 15th.
Mr. Ernst said he believes the towns that participate in the program are allowing their
Solid Waste Committee
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The committee had a discussion regarding mandated and non-mandated programs as well as
the impact of potential cuts.
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residents to bring items to amnesty day that otherwise they would have to pay to dispose of. If this
practice were stopped he believes the county would realize revenue. Mr. Ernst feels that the towns
are using the amnesty collection period to allow their residents to clean-out their properties not just
using it to dispose of roadside waste collected through the year. Mr. Sudbrink said the program could
be eliminated and then see how long it takes the county highway crews to clean up illegally dumped
items from county roads. Ms. Price said illegal dumping occurs on both town and county roads.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 4/18/2017 10:00 AM
John R Troy, Vice-Chair
Charles Sudbrink, Chair
Troy, Hartnett, Wheelock, Wagner, Discenza, Sudbrink, Newell

DISCUSSION/REPORTS
Discussion Item (ID # 4435)
Staffing-Landfill
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Krey discussed the recent elimination of the crew leader position at the landfill as a
budget saving measure. Now an employee has been lost due to injury, in addition the department has
been notified of a pending retirement leaving the landfill short staffed. Mr. Krey said he is asking for
an approval to fill an operator position. Ms. Price asked if bringing outside gravel as daily cover
rather than mining shale would reduce the need for help at the landfill. Mr. Ernst said outside cover
would have little impact on his operation because mining is a minimal part of the daily operation. He
said litter picking is a big issue, while it is seasonal it is labor intensive. Mr. Sudbrink said the new
vac truck should help cut down on the need for labor, he said the landfill is at 50% of historic levels
and feels it may be overstaffed. Mr. Sudbrink said if not for this recent employee injury it would be
staffed adequately. Mr. Ernst reviewed current staffing and workloads per employee. Mr. Ernst said
he has been informed by the union that he cannot operate equipment, including the vac truck. Mr.
Sudbrink said when the Legislature created the Landfill Manager position they did not believe the
position could not operate equipment. Mr. Krey said if the employee is not a union member they
cannot operate equipment. Mr. Ernst said looking ahead he believes he will be able to reduce some of
his administrative staff.
RESULT:

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 4437)
Environmental Improvement Committee Memo

RESULT:

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 4408)
Recycling and Electronic Recycling Fees
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COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 4409)
Continuance of Casella Contract 2018

RESULT:

COMPLETED

Discussion Item (ID # 4440)
Solid Waste Departmental Activities Report-April



Solid Waste Department Activities Report - April 2017

RESULT:
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LOCAL LAW NO. ____ FOR THE YEAR 2017

Be it enacted by the County Legislature of the County of Cortland as follows:
Local Law No. 8 of 2014 is hereby amended to read as follows:
SECTION I.
LEGISLATIVE INTENT
The Cortland County Legislature hereby finds that a safe, sanitary, efficient, economical and
environmentally sound manner of conducting solid waste management is declared to be of importance
to the health, safety, and welfare of the inhabitants of the County of Cortland. Control of the
collection, transportation, and disposal of solid waste and recyclables in the county is essential to the
economy and general welfare of the citizens of Cortland County.
The purpose and intent of this Local Law is to ensure that solid waste and recyclables generated
within Cortland County continue to be managed in a manner which protects public health, public
safety, and the environment, and provides for the financial stability and independence of the county
solid waste system. It is the intent of this body to continue a comprehensive and orderly solid waste
and recycling program for the benefit and convenience of all county residents, businesses, and industry
alike, to provide for environmentally secure and reliable disposal facilities for waste generated within
the County, to assist the County in the planning and administration of its solid waste management
system, to provide for fair and even-handed enforcement of its solid waste laws and regulations, and
to promote the self-sufficiency of the County's solid waste management program through reasonable
and appropriate fees for services. This Local Law requires solid waste and recyclables generated
within the County of Cortland be disposed of in conformance with the County's Local Solid Waste
Management Plan as approved by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.
The County Legislature finds and determines that designating County facilities for disposal of certain
solid waste and providing for the delivery of recyclables left at curbside to the County's Materials
Recovery Facility is in the County's best interests and assists the County in achieving the intent and
purposes of this enactment.
This Legislature recognizes that regulation of solid waste and recyclables is a proper and necessary
exercise of the County of Cortland’s police powers and it is fundamentally related to the public health,
safety and well-being of persons and the environment within the County of Cortland. Moreover,
regulation of solid waste and recyclables is a necessary and proper exercise of the County’s home rule
powers under New York Constitution, Article IX, §2[c][ii][10], sections 10 and 20 of the Municipal
Home Rule Law, sections 120-aa and 120-w of the General Municipal Law, and section 226-b of the
County Law. To the extent that the same is modified hereby, this Local Law amends County of
Cortland Local Law Number 8 of 2014.
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A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND LOCAL LAW NO. 8 OF 2014,
TO INTRODUCE FLOW CONTROL OF SOLID WASTE
GENERATED WITHIN THE COUNTY OF CORTLAND

a
3

This local law is intended to supersede all prior local laws and enactments relative to solid waste and
recyclable programs in Cortland County; including, but not limited to, Local Laws Number 8 of 2014,
Number 4 of 2012, Number 3 of 2002 and Number 5 of 1992 and Number 3 of 1981.
SECTION II.

a. The term “Beneficial Use Determination” shall mean a designation made by the NYS Department
of Environmental Conservation as to whether the 6 NYCRR Part 360 Solid Waste Management
Facilities regulations have jurisdiction over waste material which is to be beneficially used. Once
the Department of Environmental Conservation grants a Beneficial Use Determination (or “BUD”),
the waste material ceases to be considered solid waste for the purposes of Part 360 when used as
described. There are 16 pre-determined BUDs listed in 6 NYCRR Part 360-1.15(b). In situations
where a particular reuse is not specifically identified in Part 360-1.15(b), generators and potential
users can petition the Department of Environmental Conservation for a case-specific BUD in
accordance with the 6 NYCRR Part 360-1.15(d).
b. The term “Board of Hearing” shall mean the board described in Section V (1) of this local law.
c. The term “Cortland County Legislature” shall mean the duly elected County Legislature of
Cortland County.
d. The term “Commercial Waste” shall mean solid waste generated by stores, offices, institutions,
restaurants, warehouses, industrial facilities, other businesses and agricultural enterprises.
e. The term “Commercial Waste Permit” shall mean the permit issued pursuant to Section IV (1) of
this local law.
f. The term “Construction and Demolition Debris” shall have the meaning set forth in 6NYCRR 3601.2(b)(38) as the same may be amended, superseded or replaced.
g. The term “Contractor” shall mean any individual, association, partnership, firm, corporation, notfor-profit organization, municipality, educational institution or any other person so deemed by the
department, engaged in the commercial collection, pickup, transfer, removal and/or disposal of
Commercial Waste, Construction and Demolition Debris and/or Industrial Waste excluding Refuse.
h. The term “County” shall mean Cortland County, a municipal corporation of the State of New York,
with offices at 60 Central Avenue, Cortland, New York 13045.
i. The term “County Landfill” shall mean the landfill owned and operated by the County of Cortland
and located on Town Line Road in the Towns of Cortlandville and Solon, New York, or any other
landfill owned and/or operated, or caused to be operated by, the County of Cortland.
j. The term “Department” shall mean Cortland County Solid Waste/Recycling as a part of the
Cortland County Highway Department, or its successor.
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DEFINITIONS
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l. The term “Facility” shall mean any Solid Waste management facility owned or operated, or caused
to be operated by the County, or any such other facility or facilities in or out of County that accepts
or disposes of solid waste and/or recyclables generated, originated or brought into the County,
including, but not limited to landfills, transfer stations, materials, recovery facilities, drop-off
centers, and resource recovery facilities.
m. The term “Hazardous Waste” shall mean those materials, substances, or wastes including, but not
limited to, pesticides and containers used for pesticides, other waste which appears on the list or
satisfies the characteristics of hazardous waste promulgated by the New York State Commissioner
of the Department of Environmental Conservation, (6 NYCRR Parts 370, 373, 376), and any other
material determined, now or in the future, to be hazardous by state or federal rule, regulation and/or
statute.
n. The term “Farm” shall have the meaning specified in 6 NYCRR §360-1.2, as the same may be
amended, suspended or replaced.
o. The term “Industrial Waste” shall mean Solid Waste generated by manufacturing or industrial
processes. Such waste may include, but is not limited to the following manufacturing processes:
electric power generation, fertilizer/agricultural chemicals, inorganic chemicals, iron and steel
manufacturing, leather and leather products, non-ferrous metals manufacturing/foundries, organic
chemicals, plastics and resins manufacturing, pulp and paper industry, rubber and miscellaneous
plastic products, stone, glass, clay and concrete products, textile manufacturing, transportation
equipment, and water treatment. This term does not include oil or gas drilling, production and
treatment wastes (such as brines, oil, and fluids) or overburden, spoil or tailings resulting from
mining, or solution mining brine and insoluble component wastes.
p. The term “Infectious Waste” shall have the meaning specified in 6 NYCRR 360-1.2 as the same
may be amended, superseded or replaced.
q. The term “M.R.F. Recycling Facility” shall mean the Materials Recovery Facility located at 137
South Pendleton Street, Cortland, New York.
r. The term “Municipal Solid Waste (MSW)” shall have the meaning set forth in 6 NYCRR 3601.2(b)(106) as the same may be amended, superseded or replaced.
s. The term “Open Dump” shall mean a Solid Waste disposal area which does not comply with the
required public health and environmental control practices.
t. The term “Person” or “Persons” shall mean any individuals, company, partnership, association,
firm, corporation, municipality or any other entity.
u. The term “Private Business/Farm Permit” shall mean the permit issued pursuant to Section IV(2) of
this local law.
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k. The term “Electronic Equipment Recycling” shall have the meaning specified in the NYS
Environmental Conservation Law, Article 27, Title 26, also known as the “NYS Electronic
Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act”.
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v. The term “Processor” shall mean a primary user of the particular material such as Recyclables,
including, but not limited to, glass factories, detinner, plastic recovery facility, paper mill or a
consolidator of the material.

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.
xiii.
xiv.
xv.
xvi.

Well drilling debris (i.e., tailings from the drilling of wells or hydraulic
fracturing)
Septic tank pumpings
Liquid wastes
Pesticides and chemicals
Junked vehicles, car parts, motor parts
Explosives
Compressed gas tanks
Fluorescent bulbs (including compact fluorescent bulbs)
Hot ashes, other burning or hot loads
Sealed containers
Hazardous waste
Large dead animals
Motor oil
Friable asbestos
Sludge (without a permit)
Batteries

x. The term “Recyclables” shall mean such material designated from time to time by the Department
which under any applicable law or regulation is not Hazardous Waste and which can be reasonably
separated from the Solid Waste stream and held for its material recycling or reuse value. The
following materials as my be modified from time to time by the Department, shall be considered
Recyclables:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

glass
newspapers
corrugated cardboard
metal containers
plastic containers (marked with recycling triangle, numbers 1 through 7)
residential metal appliances (with statement of purging CFC or Freon)
tires (for an additional fee)

y. The term “Refuse” shall mean putrescible and incidental non-putrescible Solid Waste including,
but not limited to, animal, vegetable and paper waste. Refuse originates primarily in homes,
business and restaurants, and has characteristics similar to that Solid Waste collected and disposed
of as part of normal residential and commercial collections.
z. The term “Resident” shall mean any individual who is a legal resident of the County or any
individual who is a temporary resident of the County.
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w. The term “Prohibited Materials” shall mean the following materials, as may be modified from time
to time by the Department, and these materials shall not be accepted at the County Landfill or any
other Facility in the County:
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aa. The term “Residential Waste Permit” shall mean the permit issued for the disposal of Solid Waste
generated from houses, apartments and other residential dwellings.

cc. The term “Source Separation” shall mean the dividing of solid waste into some or all of its
component parts at the point of generation, including the separation of recyclables from each other,
or the separation of recyclables from other solid waste. (6 NYCRR §360-1.2 (160)). The residue
remaining after recyclables are removed from the waste stream is not considered source separated
material.
dd. The term “Waste Collector” shall mean any individual, association, partnership, firm, corporation,
not-for-profit organization, municipality, educational institution, or any other person so deemed by
the Department, engaged in the commercial collection, pick-up, transfer, removal and/or disposal
of Solid Waste and/or Recyclables generated, originated or brought within the boundaries of the
County.
SECTION III.
ADMINISTRATION
a. The Department, or its successor, shall be primarily responsible for all ministerial and
administrative duties described or reasonably required by the terms of this local law.
b. The Cortland County Legislature, pursuant to New York State County Law §226-b, may, by
resolution, establish schedules of rates or fees to be charged for any solid waste collection or
management facilities or services provided, including, but not limited to, the establishment of solid
waste permit, tipping and user fees. Such fees shall commence upon the adoption or effective date
of such resolution and continue until modified, amended or rescinded.
c. The Department, or its successor, shall administer the program of registering and permitting all
waste collectors, contractors and other persons collecting, transporting or disposing of Solid Waste
and Recyclables in the County. This includes the issuance, renewal, and revocation of all permits
described in this local law.
d. The Department, or its successor, may promulgate rules in connection with the operation of the
County Landfill or any other Facility.
e. The Department, or its successor, shall issue warning notices, and may initiate proceedings
pursuant to Section V of this local law subject to the approval of the Cortland County Legislature
or its designee.
f. The Department, or its successor, may encourage and conduct studies, investigations and research
relating to various aspects of Solid Waste Management as it deems necessary or as requested by the
Cortland County Legislature.
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bb. The term “Solid Waste” shall have the meaning set forth in 6 NYCRR 360-1.2(b) as the same may
be amended, superseded or replaced. (See also NYS County Law §226-b)
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SECTION IV.
STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS

a. No waste collector or contractor shall collect, transport or dispose of solid waste at the Cortland
County Landfill without obtaining a Commercial Waste Permit issued by the County.
b. All applications for Commercial Waste Permits shall be in writing and shall contain such
information as requested by the Department, but at a minimum, as set forth in this local law.
All Commercial Waste Permit information shall be verified by the applicant as required by this
local law and the Department. The applicant shall file with any application proof of insurance
and shall pay the required permit fee as set forth in this local law.
c. All Commercial Waste Permit holders must make available curbside recycling pick-up to their
residential and commercial customers, either directly or by subcontracting a duly licensed
contractor to provide this service to their commercial and residential customers.
d. Each Commercial Waste Permit applicant shall be required to pay a Commercial Waste Permit
fee per vehicle. The fees, rates, or charges for Commercial Waste Permit holders shall be
established by resolution of the Cortland County Legislature and such charges shall commence
upon the adoption or effective date of such resolution and continue until modified, amended or
rescinded.
e. Proof of insurance shall be filed with the application executed by the representatives of an
insurance company, duly authorized and qualified by the Department, evidencing that said
insurance company has issued motor vehicle liability and property damage insurance policies
covering the following:
i.

All operations of the applicant or any other person, firm or corporation
employed by him in transporting solid waste and/or recyclables.

ii.

The disposal of such solid waste and/or recyclables to and within the designated
and approved County Landfill and/or Facility.

iii.

Protecting the public and any person from injuries or damages sustained by
reason of transporting solid waste and/or recyclables.

iv.

The certificate or affidavit to be filed with the application shall be executed by
the representatives of a duly qualified insurance company evidencing that said
insurance company shall provide to the County of Cortland at least 30 days
notice of any cancellation or reduction of coverage, and further evidencing that
said insurance company has issued commercial vehicle insurance policies.

f. Upon receipt of the application and the proper proof of insurance and the payment of the
Commercial Waste Permit fee, the Department shall thereupon issue the applicant a
Commercial Waste Permit. A Commercial Waste Permit shall expire on the next December
31st following the date of issue. Upon issuance of the Commercial Waste Permit, the
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1. Commercial Waste Permit Requirements
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Department shall affix the Commercial Waste Permit identification sticker issued to each and
every vehicle operated by the permitted commercial hauler.

h. Whenever proof, by means of an affidavit, is submitted to the Department that a Commercial
Waste Permit issued for the purpose set forth in this local law has been lost or destroyed, the
Department shall, upon payment of $5.00 by the applicant, issue a new Commercial Waste
Permit in lieu of the one which was lost or destroyed.
i. No Commercial Waste Permit issued pursuant to the provision of this local law shall be
transferable.
j. All collection, transportation and/or disposal of solid waste and/or recyclables shall be in strict
conformance with the rules and regulations prescribed in this local law and as such rules and
regulations may hereafter be amended or supplemented by the Department. Any violation of
the provisions of this local law may result in suspension or revocation of the Commercial
Waste Permit pursuant to the provisions of Section V hereof.
k. All vehicles used in the collection, transportation and/or disposal of solid waste and/or
recyclables shall be maintained in a sanitary condition and shall be constructed as to prevent
leakage in transit. The body of the vehicle shall be wholly enclosed or shall at all times be kept
covered with an adequate cover. Operation of vehicles shall be done in such a manner as to
prevent spilling or loss of contents.
l. Any Commercial Waste Permit issued pursuant to this local law shall be in the nature of a
privilege subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this local law and as amended or
supplemented by the Department, and shall not be deemed to create a property interest with
respect to the Commercial Waste Permit in the holder.
m. All such Commercial Waste Permit requirements specified herein, including, but not limited to,
Commercial Waste Permit fees and insurance coverage amounts, may be amended or adjusted
from time to time by resolution of the Legislature of Cortland County.
2. Residential Waste Permit and Private Business / Farm Permit Requirements
a. Residential Waste Permits shall be available and are required for passenger cars, vans, station
wagons and pick-up trucks (up to one ton capacity). All other vehicles must be registered
under the provisions applicable to a Commercial Waste Permit or Private Business/Farm
Permit. The Department, in its sole discretion, may require any vehicle, regardless of type or
size, transporting solid waste and/or recyclables for compensation paid to the owner or
operator, to comply with the provisions applicable to a Commercial Waste Permit or Private
Business/Farm Permit.
b. Persons and contractors not holding Commercial Waste Permits may obtain a Private
Business/Farm Permit for the collection, transportation and/or disposal of solid waste other
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g. Renewal of Commercial Waste permits shall be in the same manner and subject to the same
conditions as original Commercial Waste Permits, and also shall be subject to any additional
requirement in effect at the time of application for renewal as specified by the Department or
the Cortland County Legislature.

a
3

c. The Department may, at its sole discretion, require certain Private Business/Farm Permit
holders to provide proof of insurance in a form and amount satisfactory to the Department
before such Private Business/Farm Permit holder may dispose of Solid Waste and/or
Recyclables at the County Landfill or any other Facility.
d. Residential Waste Permit holders and Private Business/Farm Permit holders shall strictly
comply with all rules and regulations prescribed by the Department.
e. All Residential Waste Permit and Private Business/Farm Permit requirements specified herein,
including, but not limited to, Residential Waste Permit fees and Private Business/Farm Permit
fees, may be amended or adjusted from time to time by resolution of the Cortland County
Legislature.
3. Disposal of Solid Waste
a. No waste collector, contractor, or other person shall dispose of solid waste at the County
Landfill or any Facility for the disposal of solid waste, without a Commercial Waste Permit,
Residential Waste Permit, or Private Business/Farm Permit.
b. Only solid waste generated within the County will be accepted at the County Landfill or at any
other Approved Landfill Facility located in the County. Combined loads containing solid waste
from within the County as well as from a contiguous County will not be accepted for disposal
at the County Landfill.
c. Recyclable material generated within the County and from out of the County will be accepted
at the Recycling Facility located in the County.
d. The County Landfill will accept BUD material from outside the county as defined and allowed
under the rules and regulations of the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and the
Cortland County Legislature.
e. The County Landfill is authorized to accept construction and demolition debris subject to prior
approval.
f. Anyone entering the County Landfill or any other Facility to dispose of solid waste must
adhere to the rules and regulations as posted, and must follow the instructions of the attendant
on duty.
g. Nothing within this local law shall be construed at any time to restrict the ability of the
Department to refuse to accept Hazardous Waste or other Prohibited Materials at the County
Landfill or any other Facility.
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than refuse at the County Landfill. A Private Business/Farm Permit must be obtained from the
Department. The fees, rates or charges for Private Business/Farm Permit holders shall be
established by resolution of the Cortland County Legislature, and such charges shall commence
upon the adoption or effective date of such resolution and continue until modified, amended or
rescinded. Holders of a Private Business / Farm Permit shall be required to make immediate
cash payment of the required fee for the first 90 days, and once a month thereafter.
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i. Tipping fees for Commercial Waste Permit holders, Private Business/Farm Permit holders, and
Residential Waste Permit holders shall be established by resolution of the Cortland County
Legislature, and such charges shall commence upon the adoption or effective date of such
resolution and continue until modified, amended or rescinded. A minimum fee per transaction
shall be established by resolution of the Cortland County Legislature, and such charges shall
commence upon the adoption or effective date of such resolution and continue until modified,
amended or rescinded.
j. Commercial Waste Permit holders and Private Business/Farm Permit holders will be billed
monthly by the County. Such bills must be paid within 30 days of the mailing of the fee
statement. Such bills unpaid within 30 days of mailing will be charged an additional 2% per
month finance charge. Failure to make payments when due shall result in suspension or
revocation of the Commercial Waste Permit or Private Business / Farm Permit.
k. All Solid Waste Permit disposal requirements specified in this subsection including, but not
limited to, tipping fees, permit costs, etc., may be amended or adjusted from time to time by
resolution of the Cortland County Legislature.
l. There shall be no Open Dumps in the County. This shall not be construed as to prohibit
disposal areas located within the property boundaries of a farm for Solid Waste generated from
that farm as otherwise permitted by law except in cases creating a public health nuisance.
4. Disposal of Recyclables
a. All persons generating solid waste, and/or Waste Collectors and Contractors operating in the
County, must separate from the solid waste stream those recyclables designated by the
Department. The recyclables stream, as may be further modified from time to time by the
Department, must be separated into two categories:
(1) newspaper, magazines and corrugated cardboard; and
(2) plastic, glass, aluminum and metal.
This number of recyclables categories for separation will be set by resolution of the Cortland
County Legislature, subject to DEC approval, and such charges shall commence upon the
adoption or effective date of such resolution and continue until modified, amended or
rescinded.
b. It shall be unlawful for any person to comingle source separated recyclables left at curbside for
collection with any solid waste in a container, collection vehicle or solid waste transfer station
or disposal facility.
c. Any individual, firm or corporation depositing contaminated and/or non-recyclable material as
recyclable will be charged accordingly and any license or permit is subject to suspension or
cancellation.
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h. No Waste Collector, Contractor, or other person shall dispose of solid waste at the County
Landfill or at any other Facility unless such Person or entity shall pay the tipping fee.

d. Electronic Equipment Recycling shall comply with the requirements of Environmental
Conservation Law Article 27, Title 26. Manufacturers of covered electronic equipment (CCE)
are required to provide the county with at least one convenient method of recycling.
Municipalities are not required to provide electronic waste collection and recycling programs.
If the County of Cortland chooses to do so, with the permission of the Cortland County
Legislature by resolution, the county may voluntarily enter into agreements with manufacturers
or collective electronic waste acceptance programs to provide collection services to assist
manufacturers in meeting their obligations under the Electronic Equipment Recycling and
Reuse Act; and/or collect electronic equipment that is not included in the Act as covered
electronic equipment.
e. Recyclables and solid waste must be separately packaged or contained in proper containers as
specified in this local law or as designated by the Department. If plastic bags are utilized for
this purpose, the bags shall be transparent to facilitate viewing of their contents.
f. Commercial Waste generators may elect to contract with a processor of recyclable material and
have such material delivered directly to the processor from the place of generation or place of
business. All recyclables sold in this manner must be reported to the Department for inclusion
in data required by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.
g. The Department may maintain recyclable drop-off stations under agreement with the various
municipalities for use by existing recyclable drop-off stations located in the Towns. The
Department reserves the right to increase, decrease, or eliminate the number, or relocate such
recyclable drop-off stations.
h. Tipping fees or disposal charges may be imposed by resolution of the Cortland County
Legislature at any Facility located in the County for the disposal of recyclables.
i. All recyclable disposal requirements specified in this subsection may be adjusted from time to
time by resolution of the Cortland County Legislature.
5. Flow Control of Solid Waste and Recyclables
a. All Municipal Solid Waste, and all Construction and Demolition Debris generated or collected
within the County of Cortland, shall be delivered for disposal to a County Solid Waste
Management Facility, except as follows:
i.

Hazardous Wastes, Regulated Medical Wastes and other Prohibited Materials as
defined in Section II (w) are not accepted at County Solid Waste Management
Facilities and must be disposed of in accordance with applicable law.

ii.

Solid waste materials that do not meet the applicable requirements for acceptance at
the County Solid Waste Management Facility shall be disposed of at a facility
authorized for its acceptance by the State of New York or other jurisdiction. All
Persons generating or collecting such wastes within the County of Cortland shall
apply to the Department for a determination of whether said materials are acceptable
at County Solid Waste Management Facilities.
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Special waste which does not meet the applicable criteria for acceptance at a County
Solid Waste Facility shall be disposed of at a facility, regardless of its location,
authorized for its acceptance by the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation or other jurisdiction.

b. All residential recyclables generated or placed curbside within the County of Cortland for
collection by a Waste Collector licensed pursuant to this Local Law shall be delivered:
i. To the Cortland County M.R.F. Facility, or such other County Solid Waste
Management Facility designated by the Department; or
ii. To another materials recovery facility licensed or registered with the appropriate
regulatory authority, with which the Waste Collector has an agreement for the
acceptance of the recyclables collected by the Waste Collector within Cortland
County, said agreement, as renewed or amended from time to time, to be filed with
the Department.
c. Compliance with this section shall be a condition of all permits issued pursuant to this Local
Law, and violation thereof shall subject the violator to the penalties set forth in Section V,
(Enforcement), of this Local Law, including, but not limited to, fines, civil penalties, and the
possible suspension or revocation of permits issued by the County.
d. Presumptions – There shall be rebuttable presumptions in the enforcement of this Local Law
that:
i. The placement of any container which is marked or identified with the name of any
Waste Collector, at any location within the County, shall be presumptive evidence
that said Waste Collector is providing solid waste collection services at said location
within the County as of the date of said placement.
ii. Evidence of Solid Waste in a container located in the county as described in Section
IV 5(3)(d)(i) above, and subsequent observation of the same container empty, shall be
presumptive evidence that Solid Waste was collected from the container by the Waste
Collector whose name is marked on the container.
iii. The failure to deliver any solid waste to a facility designated by the Department
pursuant to Section IV(5)(a) of this Local Law.

SECTION V.
ENFORCEMENT
1. Civil Sanctions (except for non-payment of tipping fees covered in Section V)
a. The Department shall have the right to impose a civil penalty and/or suspend or revoke any
Commercial Waste Permit, Residential Waste Permit, or Private Business/Farm Permit if
the holder of such permit violates any of the provisions of this local law. Revocation,
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iii.
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b. Upon any violation of the provisions of this local law, the Department shall serve notice of
violation in person or by ordinary and certified mail sent to the holder of any permit issued
pursuant to this local law at the address set forth in the permit application on file with the
Department. Such notice shall state the nature of the violation and the Department’s intent
to revoke or suspend, and/or impose a civil penalty upon the permit holder.
c. Any holder of a Commercial Waste Permit, Residential Waste Permit or Private
Business/Farm Permit may demand a hearing as allowed by Section V(1) of this local law
by serving upon the Department a written request for a hearing. Such request must be
received by the Department within twenty (20) days of the date of service of notice. Upon
receipt of such demand, a hearing shall be scheduled and held at the offices of the County
of Cortland during regular business hours.
d. Upon the expiration of such twenty (20) day notice period provided for in Section V(1)(c)
of this local law, or the majority determination of the Board of Hearing, the revocation,
suspension and/or civil penalty in the notice or as modified by the Board of Hearing, shall
be effective.
e. The Board of Hearing shall consist of the three (3) members, each appointed by a majority
vote of the Cortland County Legislature at the first regular meeting following the biennial
organizational meeting. The term of office shall coincide with that of the Legislature
appointing the members. The Chairperson of the Board of Hearing shall be selected by the
Chairperson of the County Legislature. Members shall be residents of the County of
Cortland. One member shall be an elected or appointed officer or employee of the County.
In no instance shall elected or appointed officers or employees constitute a majority of the
Board of Hearing.
f. The Board of Hearing shall promulgate rules and regulations in furtherance of its powers
and duties, including rules governing the conduct of adjudicatory proceedings and appeals
relating to the assessment of civil penalties authorized by this local law. The Board of
Hearing shall have the authority to conduct investigations necessary to carry out the
provisions of this law. Hearings shall be conducted by a Hearing Officer appointed by the
Board of Hearing. The Hearing Officer may administer oaths or affirmations, subpoena
witnesses (whether or not a County officer, employee or appointed official), compel their
attendance and require the production of any document, book or record deemed relevant or
material to resolving the adjudicatory proceeding.
g. Hearings. In any hearing conducted pursuant to this Section, the following shall apply:
 A stenographic or audio record shall be kept.
 The permit holder may be represented by counsel.
 Witnesses shall be sworn and subject to cross-examination.
 Evidence submitted shall be relevant and may include evidence as to the past
performance of the permit be accorded such weight as the Hearing Officer deems
appropriate, consistent with its reliability.
 Findings of fact shall be made by the Hearing Officer, in writing, upon a preponderance
of the evidence.
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suspension or civil penalty may only follow a written notice of violation and, if demanded,
a hearing as provided for in this local law.

a
3

Upon a finding that a violation is proved, the Hearing Officer shall impose such civil
penalty, permit conditions or order such suspension or revocation of any Permit, as
he/she deems appropriate.

h. The Hearing Officer shall make a complete record of all adjudicatory proceedings
conducted. A final decision, determination or order adverse to a party in an adjudicatory
proceeding shall be in writing and stated in the record and shall include findings of fact and
conclusions of law or reasons for the decision, determination or order. Findings of fact, if
set forth in statutory language, shall be accompanied by a concise and explicit statement of
the underlying facts supporting the findings. If, in accordance with agency rules, a party
submitted proposed findings of fact, the decision, determination or order shall include a
ruling upon each proposed finding. A copy of the decision, determination or order shall be
delivered or mailed forthwith to each party and to his attorney of record.
i. A decision of the Hearing Officer may be appealed to the Board of Hearing by service of a
written request within twenty (20) days of the date of decision. On appeal, the Board of
Hearing shall hear written and oral argument within thirty (30) days after the receipt of the
request for appeal, and, not more than thirty (30) days thereafter, may affirm, modify,
reverse or remand the decision to the Hearing Officer for further action, the decision of the
Board of Hearing shall be final and reviewable pursuant to Article 78 of the Civil Practice
Law and Rules of the State of New York.
j. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this local law may be required to pay a
civil penalty not to exceed $2000.00 for each violation. Such civil penalty must be paid in
full before any permit issued pursuant to this local law can be reinstated.

SECTION VI.
SEVERABILITY
If any part of this local law, as originally enacted or as amended from time to time, is found to be
illegal, or it application to any person or circumstances is held to be invalid, the remainder and the
application of its provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid,
shall not be affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION VII.
EFFECTIVE DATE
This local law shall take effect upon filing in the Office of the Secretary of State as provided by
Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
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1.4.a
3

Landfill
Administration
Continued permit renewal for commercial and residential customers;
Assessment of alternate to shale as daily cover;
Purchase of new scale software;
Continued search for acceptable BUD material for use as Alternative Daily Cover.

Operations
Leachate Hauling – Continued transport of leachate to the City’s WWTP, current
reading at 7.75' total tank.
Site Maintenance – Pick litter, improve and clear drainage channels, correct breakouts
along landfill exterior, stockpile shale.
Equipment – Service and repair track excavator and both packers; service and repair
hook truck, dismount and store snow removal equipment; routine service of vehicles.

Recycling






CRT Recycling from March 2017 was approximately 15.17 tons at a cost to the
County of $5,027.02. The current grant application to reimburse 50% of the
County expenses for electronic recycling includes fees through March 31st. Total
reimbursement requested from NYSDEC is $38,116.22 based on the estimated
total cost of $76.232.43 for the period between April 1, 2016 and March 31, 2017.
The county’s actual electronic recycling expenses for this period was $63,880.82,
thus the grant payment will likely be adjusted to $31,940.41.
On March 17, 2017, correspondence from the NYSDEC acknowledging receipt of
the pre-application for NYSDEC reimbursement grant for recycling program
upgrades consisting of Recycling Coordinator salary, educational and promotional
assistance, and recycling equipment purchase. The proposed projects in the grant
application total approximately $172,400 which we have requested approximately
$86,200 in reimbursement from the NYSDEC. The County has been assigned
Project Number 7-MWRR-156 relating to the grant program and is in position
#1337 for potential future funding (NYSDEC is currently at position #1166).
Environmental Improvement Committee did not meet in April 2017. The
committee has scheduled its next meeting in May 2017.
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Landfill
Administration
Amnesty Week conducted between May 15th and 19th brought in a total of 237 tons of
materials to the landfill. The towns of Preble and Harford exceeded the 30 ton limit
(66.80 tons and 50.45 tons, respectively) and will be charged for the additional tonnage;
Household Hazardous Waste day has been scheduled for September 30, 2017;
Continued permit renewal for commercial and residential customers;
Continued search for acceptable BUD material for use as Alternative Daily Cover.

Operations
Leachate Hauling – Continued transport of leachate to the City’s WWTP, current
reading at 8.6' total tank.
Site Maintenance – Pick litter, correct breakouts along landfill exterior, clear and repair
litter fencing, stockpile shale.
Equipment – Service and repair packer (Unit 207); replaced primary leachate pump in
Cell 1B), service and repair hook truck, dismount and store snow removal equipment;
routine service of vehicles.

Recycling





E-waste Recycling from April 2017 was approximately 13.20 tons at a cost to the
County of $4,139.30. The current grant application to reimburse 50% of the
County expenses for electronic recycling from April 1, 2016 through March 31,
2017 is pending signature of the NYSDEC Grant contract, which is required to be
performed by July 2017. Total reimbursement requested from NYSDEC is
$38,116.22 based on the estimated total cost of $76.232.43 for the period between
April 1, 2016 and March 31, 2017. The county’s actual electronic recycling
expenses for this period was $63,880.82, thus the grant payment will likely be
adjusted to $31,940.41.
Single-stream recycling for January through April 2017 received approximately
939 tons of materials at a cost of $60,214.00. This total reflects the value of the
commodities of $12,079.48 paid to the County.
Environmental Improvement Committee did not meet in May 2017. The
committee has scheduled its next meeting for June 2017.
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Landfill
Administration
Household Hazardous Waste day has been scheduled for September 30, 2017Plans and
funding applications submitted to NYSDEC;
Testing and submittal of leachate for wastewater treatment plant permit;
Assessment and pricing for leachate pipe clearing devises;
Continued permit renewal for residential customers;
Continued search for acceptable BUD material for use as Alternative Daily Cover.

Operations
Leachate Hauling – Continued transport of leachate to the City’s WWTP, current
reading at 8.8' total tank.
Site Maintenance – Pick litter, correct breakouts along landfill exterior, clear and repair
litter fencing, stockpile shale.
Equipment – Service and repair packer (Unit 199), dozer (Unit 205), and excavator
(Unit 213); quarterly inspection and service of leachate truck and trailer; routine service
of vehicles.

Recycling





E-waste Recycling from May 2017 was approximately 15.83 tons at a cost to the
County of $5,026.62. The NYSDEC grant program to reimburse 50% of e-waste
recycling has been extended from April 1st through the end of 2017. Applications
are due in January 2018. Total reimbursement for through the end of 2017 to be
requested from NYSDEC is estimated to be $26,000.
Single-stream recycling for January through May 2017 received approximately
1,190 tons of materials at a cost of $76,935.38. This total reflects the value of the
commodities of $13,651.47 paid to the County.
Environmental Improvement Committee met on June 8, 2017. The discussion
was for ways to make recycling more cost effective for the county. The committee
has scheduled its next meeting for July 2017.
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